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Unit 1
The Conquest

of Fear

Unit Overview:

 Reading/Writing Focus: Narrative
 �Grammar:  Present Perfect/Past Simple 
Verb Tense
 �Reading/Writing Skills: The Writing 
Process, Key Writing Traits
 �Essay: Narrative essay, recounting a 
time you overcame a fear
 �Project: Poster about a war memorial
 �Anchor Text: Poster about a war 
memorial
 �Recording: Upcoming October 
Celebrations
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Lesson 1 The Victory of October

ILOs
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
🔸 �identify the meaning of target vocabulary using synonyms and 

dictionaries. 
🔸 �read a text about the 6th of October War for specific information.
🔸 �brainstorm ideas for a narrative essay, recounting a time you 

overcame a fear.

I can identify the meaning of target vocabulary using synonyms and dictionaries.

Task 1:Task 1: VocabularyVocabulary

 �Use a dictionary when needed to help match the words with 
their synonyms:

Target Word Synonym

1 confrontation a booby-trapped area

2 entrenched b weakening 

3 hazardous c memorialize

4 minefield d conflict

5 attrition e deep-rooted

6 commemorate f dangerous

7 pay tribute (to) g  innocent victims 

Target 
Vocabulary

•	confrontation (n)
•	entrenched (adj)
•	hazardous (adj)
•	minefield (n)
•	attrition (n)

•	commemorate (v)
•	pay tribute to (v)
•	martyrs (n)
•	patriotism (n)
•	breach (v)

•	fortified (adj)
•	pivotal (adj)
•	negotiations (n)
•	treaty (n)

Target Word Synonym

8 martyrs h praise

9 patriotism b  talks

10  breached c agreement 

11 fortified d penetrated

12 pivotal e strengthened

13 negotiations f nationalism 

14 treaty g central
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I can discuss the significance of the 6 of October War.
Task 2: Task 2: Pre-reading / SPEAKING/LISTENINGPre-reading / SPEAKING/LISTENING

1  What do you know about the 6th of October War?
2  What do soldiers value?

 I can �read a text about the 6th of October War for specific information.
Task 3: Task 3: ReadingReading

	🔷While reading a text about the Victory of October, answer 
the questions that follow:

The Victory of October
The 6th of October War in 1973, or Ramadan War, was a confrontation 

between Egypt and Israel, where the Egyptian army succeeded in 
reclaiming Sinai after losing the Peninsula during the presidency of 
Jamal Abdel Nasser.  Despite being entrenched in a hazardous minefield 
during the War of Attrition, the Egyptian forces launched a daring attack 
on Israeli positions in the occupied Sinai. With the support of the Air 
Force, the army crossed the Suez Canal and drove the Israeli troops out 
of the region, achieving a significant military victory. 

This attack marked a pivotal moment in military history. The war, which 
lasted over 19 days, eventually led to a ceasefire, peace negotiations, 
and the signing of the Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel in 1979. 
The entire Sinai Peninsula was liberated from the Israeli occupation.

In order to help youth remember the historical significance, the 
Egyptian Armed Forces have developed military awareness and 
patriotism programming for youth. Youth learn about the glories of the 
war, including the powerful attack against Israeli troops that breached 
the Bar Lev Line—a heavily fortified barrier.

Since the War, Egypt has commemorated this victory annually. The 
6th of October has been declared a national day to honor the victory and 
to pay tribute to the fallen martyrs and the families affected by their 
sacrifice. The first celebration was held under the leadership of the late 
President Anwar El-Sadat.  
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The reader might imagine the following scene taking place during the war: 
Ahmed Abbas, in a dusty trench among the wreckage of the battlefield, took 
a rare quiet moment to write to his childhood friend Omar, who was far away 
on leave in their village. Ahmed's carefully-written letters, written by the light 
of a small lantern, spoke of how Omar’s news from the peaceful village of 
Sohag gave him hope. Ahmed offered details about his contrasting experience 
using simple coded language to keep missions secret. Omar, back in Sohag, 
read these letters with mixed feelings—proud, yet concerned. The letters were 
valued as reminders of their deep bond and the true victory of their friendship 
among hardships.
1  �Which event is described as a pivotal moment in the 6th of October War? 

a  �The signing of the Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel

b  �The crossing of the Suez Canal by the Egyptian army

c  �The loss of the Sinai Peninsula during Jamal Abdel Nasser’s presidency

d  �The annual commemoration of the victory

2  �What do “negotiations” mean in the context of war?
a  �Hostile actions				    c  �Victory celebrations

b  �Peace talks 					     d  �Military exercises

3  What role did the Egyptian Air Force play in the 6th of October War?
a  �They negotiated the ceasefire

b  �They provided essential support for ground operations

c  �They signed the Peace Treaty

d  �They educated the youth about the war

4  �How does the text describe the letters written by Ahmed Abbas?
a  They were detailed accounts of military strategies

b  �They were filled with technical military language

c  �They were written with pride and concern using simple, coded language

d  �They were official reports on the war’s progress

5  �The term “crossing” in a military context most likely refers to:
a  �A naval battle					    c  �Moving forces across a river or barrier

b  �Capturing territory 				    d  �Airborne assault
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6  �What is the main purpose of the passage?
a  �To describe the impact of the war on soldiers' friendships

b  �To narrate the events and significance of the 6th of October War

c  �To explain the military strategies used during the war

d  �To highlight the challenges of modern Egyptian youth

7  �In which year was the Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel signed?
a  �1973					     c  1979

b  �1975 					     d  �1982

	🔷Review the reading and answer the following questions: 
1  �What was the Egyptian Army’s main military achievement of the 6th 

of October War? 
2  What was the Bar Lev Line? Why was its breach important? 

	🔷Fill in the blanks to complete the sentence. 
1  �The primary objective of the military operation during the October 

War was to .................................. . 
2  �Crossing the Suez Canal was crucial because it allowed the Armed 

Forces  to ........................................ .

I can brainstorm ideas for a narrative essay.
Task 4: Task 4: Narrative Essay / WRITINGNarrative Essay / WRITING

Brainstorm / Plan
 Think about a moment when you conquered your fear. Review how the author 

of the text “The Victory of October” described the setting. Use descriptive language to 

jot down ideas and target vocabulary from the lesson. Share and  discuss your nots 

with a peer/peers.

Narrative Essay:
 Narrative writing tells a story in order to entertain or inform the reader by 

presenting a series of events in an engaging way. Narratives often include rising 
and falling actions, a setting, and characters. Vivid description aids narrative 
writing. Writers use sensory details to help create a sense of authenticity. Details 
can help readers immerse themselves in the story.

Top Tip
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Lesson 2Lesson 2 October Celebrations 

ILOs
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
🔸 discuss a symbol of peace.
🔸 �listen to a dialogue about October celebrations for gist.
🔸 �demonstrate the use of idioms in context through short dialogues 

or writings.
🔸 �use present perfect/past simple verb tense properly.
🔸 �classify abstract and concrete nouns.
🔸 �draft a narrative essay, recounting a time you overcame a fear.

I can discuss what symbolizes peace.
Task 1: Task 1: Pre-listening / SpeakingPre-listening / Speaking

 � Look at the picture and describe what 
you see. 

 	 - What do the white doves symbolize? 

I can �listen to a dialogue about October celebrations for gist.
Task 2: Task 2: ListeningListening

 �As you listen to a conversation among three students talking 
�D�E�R�X�W���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����4�O�O���L�Q���W�K�H���V�F�U�L�S�W��

Upcoming October Celebrations  
Alia: Hi, Jasmin! how are you?
Jasmin: I'm fine. Where were you yesterday?
Alia: �I went to the bookshop with my brother, Salem. We bought a book 

about the October ........................................ called “October War in Six Hours."
Jasmin: Great! I read that book last April.
Alia: �Yes, I remember learning about this ........................................ in our history class. 

Our teacher explained how it led to negotiations and the signing 
of the Peace Treaty and why President El-Sadat was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. He’s truly a man of war and peace.




